10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA
trom tne private .wmm“ \ July 1986

The Prime Minister has been asked by Jeremy Hanley MP
if she would open the World Chess Championship to be held
at the Park Lane Hotel on the evening of 27 July, and she
has agreed to do so. I attach a copy of Mr. Hanley's letter,

I am in touch with Mr. Raymond Keene OBE, who is the
Publicity Director for the British Chess Pederation and
is in charge of the arrangements for the Championship.
Mr. Keene will be supplying me with more information about
the programme, and some background briefing on the Championship.
I have made clear to Mr. Keene that he should, in the normal
way, treat the Prime Minister's intention to open the Championship
as strictly confidential until immediately beforehand.

I will send on to you a copy of Mr. Keene's letter
when it arrives. But meanwhile I thought you might wish
to be aware that we had this event in our diary.

I am copying this to (Foreign and Commonwealth
Office).

Y . (Mark Addison)



JEREMY HANLEY, M.P.

HOUSE QF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA OAA

19th June, 1986
A.l..r w?
The British Chéss Federation has asked me to make a .
preliminary invitation to the Prime Minister to open
the World Chess Championship to be held at the Park

Lane Hotel at 7.00 p.m. on the evening of July 27th,
1986.

Last year Anatoly Karpov was challenged by Gary Kasparov
for the World Chess Championship. After a dramatic
series of events the match was postponed until later

in the year and the 22 year old challenger beat Karpov

in a now famous match. Easparov is half Jewish and

half Armenian and not at all part of the Russian estab-
ligshment. On the other hand Karpov, a member of the
Communist Party, is seen to be the big hope of the Kremlin.
The re-match, which was guaranteed to the loser, takes
place at the end of July. For the first time ever,
twoGrand Masters will be fighting for their crown outside
Russia. In recognition of the fact that British Chess

is now number two in the world, London has been allowed
to stage the first half of the World Chess Championship,
the second half being in Leningrad. It would be a great
honour if the Prime Minister could officially open the
Championship not only because it is a world event, but
also as a gesture towards detente,

London will be the Chess capital of the world this summer
both with the World Chess Championship and with the
musical *"Chess” being such a popular success. I believe
it would be an ideal cccasion for the Prime Minister

to show her recognition of the standard of British Chess
and her appreciation of Russians settling disputes on
British soil in a peaceful manner!

Kind regards.

T o,

Rt Hon Michael Alison, MP : |



$TREET |
IAA

11 July 1986

! 1
I wrote to last week to
alert him of the Prime Minister's intention
to open the World Chess Championships to be

held at the Park Lane Hotel on the evening
of 27 July.

I now attach the letter we were promised
from Mr Raymond Keene OBE, who is the Publicity
Director for the British Chess Pederation and

is now in charge of the arrangements for the
Championship.

I should be grateful if you would provide
briefing for the Prime Ministar's visit, in .
consultation with at the
Poreign and Commonwealth Offite, and speaking
notes for the Prime Minister's two minute address

T e
Mot Actal 9

Mark Addison)



Raymond D. Keene, 0.B.E.

July B, 1986

Mr. Merk Addison
Privele Secretary
10, Downing Strest

Deer Mr. Addison,

Further to the enclosed briefing, might | seek your advice on 'rrl';nt form the
precise invitation to open the World Chess Championship should toke?

Again, many thanks for your co-operation.

Best regerds,

Reymond Keene, 0BE.

Courtery of Pergamon Baoks



Illlli ESS

RAYMOND D, KEEME OB.E

O 2th July 1986
Mark Addison,
Private Secretary,
10, Downing Street.

Dear Mr Addison,

Many thanks for the marvellous news you conveyed to me last week
concerning the Opening Ceremony of the 1986 Centenary World Chess
Champienship. | promised to deliver to you a brief description of the event
as we see it taking place. Further, some general briefing details which
may be of use to you. | should add that we would welcome the earliest
possible lialson concerning Instructions which might be required for
security etc..

-This is the centenary match of the first contest held in the USA in 1886,
The two contestants are World Champion, Garry Kasparov 23 and the
former Champion, Anatoly Karpov 35. Both speak excellent English

A great compliment has been paid to the British Chess Federation in that
thid is the first occasion on which two Soviet Grandmasters have agreed
to play for the title outside the USSR. As you know, the match will
transfer to Leningrad at the halfway stage so this event represents one of
the major achievements of Anglo-Soviet co-operation,

®

Provded Courtesy of Perearmon Ronks | id



WORLD

RAYMOND D. KEENE OBE

th July 1986

Chess is the Soviet national game, but in recent years the UK has achieved
some remarkable resuits, In the last Chess Olympics, for example, England
took the silver medals and four individual golds. This was behind the
USSR, but clearly ahead of the USA, West Germany, France, Argentina and
all other Eastern bloc countries.

Also of interest is the fact that both players have donated their entire

prize fund to victims of the Chernoby] nuclear disaster. The London portion
of this is £300,000.

Turning to the Opening Ceremony and drawing of lots. This is sponsored by
merchant bankers, Duncan Lawrie Ltd. It will take place at the Park Lane
Hotel on Sunday 27th July starting at 7.30pm.

L

Provaded Courtesy of Pereamon Books Lid






