SPEAKING NOTE

(June 21, 2002 at Protocol Office, Fco)

James’s were greatly surprised when they were informed
by the officials of the Greater London Authority that
before the Authority set out to decide on which Categories
of people should pe included in Paying the congestion fee
and who should be left out, they Consulted the Foreign
and Commonwealth Office (FCO) about the Diplomatic
Corps. According to these officials, we understand that
FCO told them that there would be ng legal problem if the

through the Vienna Convention view point forgetting

the role we are all here to perform; of building
understanding and relatinnship between the

Kingdom (UK) and ouyr respective countries, This is,



Mission and staff accommodation, outside the
boundaries of Central London. These, therefore, have

no way of escaping the adverse effects of the
congestion fee system.

3. Diplomats who have worked in other capitals get
greatly surprised when they Compare London with
other cities and find that London has the least
diplomatic privileges. In other countries;

v Diplomats are exempted from paying VAT

¥ They have free parking space at airports

v They are not charged for using VIP lounges

v" They have several parking bays at their places of work

— to mention but a few Privileges, which is not the case
with London or Uk generally.

3. We hope that jt Is appreciated that diplomats drive into
the City centre: '

e



> Not because it js a pleasure ride but out of necessity
considering their Nature of work which demands them
to be in different Places at different and sometimes,
awkward times. T T —

» Because there is, sometimes, security risk involved in
Some categories of diplomats, if they were to use public
transport.

would be an excellent gesture if the Greater London
Authority were to be persuaded to exempt diplomats from
Paying the congestion fee.

7.The Diplomatic Corps submitted their request to the
Greater London Authority for this exemption,

* In reply, the Chief Executive says in his letter (attached
to this Speaking Note for ease of reference) that the
issue is still under consideration.

8. It would be a great boost on the part of the diplomatic
corps, if FCO came to our rescue and appealed to the
Mayor of London to €xempt the diplomats from paying
this draconian fee,

9. This is the appeal we have come to present to you, as
Deans of various Groups of the Diplomatic Corps from
Asia, Arab, the Caribbean and Pacific, Africa and the Dean
of the Diplomatic Corps at the Court of St. James'’s,



