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SUBJECT: CONGESTION CHARGING SCHEME FOR CENTRAL LONDON
SUMMARY

1. Congestion Charging Scheme for Cantral London approved by the
Mayor of London and set to come into operation in February 2003.

Diplomatic missions and international organisations based in the UK
will not (repeat not) be exempt. FCO approaches to Mayor requesting




limited concession for diplomatic community unsuccessful. However,
legal challenge to scheme by Westminster City Council could delay its
introduction. Lines to take should this issue be raised locally.

DETAIL =
2. On26 February 2002 the Mayor of London formally approved a
Congestion Charging Scheme for Central London. In brief, the

= scheme, which is due to come into operation in February 2003, will -
introduce a charge of 5 pounds per day for all vehicles entering the
central London area between the hours of 7 am to 6.30 pm, Monday to
Friday. The central area includes the City, Westminster, Mayfair,
Bloomsbury, Marylebone, Lambeth and Southwark, but not Belgravia and
Knightsbridge where many foreign missions are located, Residents of
the zone will benefit from a 90% discount, but thers Is no

same as for parking violations (80 pounds reduced to 40 pounds for
prompt payment). The monsy eamed from the scheme will be investad
in projects aimed at improving public transport in the capital.

Approaches were therefore made
to the Mayor of London at Ministerial level about possible
concessions for the diplomatic community. Diplomatic missions and
international organisations were informed of this by Note Verbale on
18 March.

4. The Mayor has now informed us that he Is unable to exempt or
discount any diplomatic vehiclas (official or private), although
diplomats resident within the Zone will of course be entitled to the
90% discount available to other residents, A further development is

or not permission for a judicial review has been granted. A
judicial review could force the Mayor to hold a public enquiry which
would considerably delay implementation of the schemes.

5. We are in the Process of issuing a further Note to missions and
organisations to inform them of the Mayor's decision on diplomatic
vehicles. We know from our contacts with the diplomatic community
that many are unhappy about the scheme and the probability that they
will not be exempt from it. This unhappiness is likely to take more
tangible form when they learn that this is the case. The Dean has
already raised the issue publicly at the Lord Mayor's Easter Banguet,



Why were missions and organisations not consulted about the scheme?

- This was not 5 central government initiative, Transport in the
capital comes under the authority of the Mayor of London. There was
a period of public consultation in 2001 when missions could have

What is the timing?

- The scheme is due to come into operation in February 2003,
However, Westminster City Council is mounting a legal challenge. |f
allowed, this could result in the scheme being subjected to g public
enquiry which would considerably delay its implementation and,
possibly, its withdrawa).

Under the terms of the VCDR, this is g tax from which diplomats
should be exempt

- Charges under the schan@e do not constitute taxes, butare In

The charges are an unreasonable obstacle to the conduct of the
legitimate business or missions and organisations

- We do not belisve this is the case. However, we recognise the
financial impact the charges will have an missions and for this

reason approached the Mayor of Londan about possible concessions for
the diplomatic community,

What will happen if our mission does not pay?

Londaon directly in a dialogue with diplomats,

7. Please let us know if you are approached on this issue as
has already happened in Cairp,
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