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RECORD OF A MEETING BETWEEN MR RIFKTND hnj"ﬁﬁFE NTATIVES OF THE
GB/USSR ASSOCIATION AND THE IPU: |24 NOVEMBER 1883 at 1030 HOURS
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Mr M Rifkind )

1. Sir John Osborn provided details of recent contacts between
the GB/USSR Association and the FCO azbout a possible inward visit
by a delegation from the Supreme Scviet. It had been agreed

that a visit would only be possible in 1884 under the auspices

of the IPU. The I1PU would prefer the visit to take place in
November 1984, but would consider any suggestions by the Minister
for changing this date. Mr Temple-Morris explained that the IPU
Executive Committee "had provisionally arranged this wisit for
November 1984 at its meeting on 23 November. It was now budgeted
for next year. There was a good deal of Parliamentary support
behind this prooosal, but it was up to Mr Rifkind to postpone

the visit if he considered it necessary.

2 Mi- Rifkind said there were two aspects to the Government's
approach to the wisit. The first, which stemmed from the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan, was not to encourage visits of this kind.
HMG would not, therefore, go out of its way to welcome the

visit, but neither would it express seriocus opposition. It was
important, in wview of the most recent UN vote on Afghanistan,

~ that the UK should not be seen to be softening its attitude
towards the Soviet Union. The second aspect was the Government's
interest in dialogue with the Soviet Union. A decision on the
visit was essentially a matter for the IPU, but careful
consideration would have to be given by the Government to the
extent of its contact with the visitors. Mr Temple-Morris said
there was no guestion of the delegation being cold shouldered,
but the degree of welcome shown by HMG would need to be carefully
considered in the light of our policy at that time towards
contacts with the Soviet Union. In reply to a gquestion by

Mr Roberts, Mr Temple-Morris said that he and his Executive
Committee were keen to politieize IPU wisits. He would like the
Soviet Delegation to participate in a Parliamentary-type debate,
possibly at a Foreign Affairs Committee meeting, which would

put them in the hot seat. Sir John Oshorn said there was no
reason why the Soviet visit could not be of a serious working
nature with only limited soecial activity. Mr Rifkind agreed.
There could be difficulties if the visit was perceived to be a
purely social event, in view of the lack of political power
wielded by the Supreme Soviet and its lack of democcratic
legitimacy. These difficulties could be overcome if some of the
delegates had some substantial politiecal weight, and also if the
agenda was a tough one for them. Mr Temple-Morris agreed that
the emphasis of such a visit would be placed on political contact.

4 Mr Rifkind agreed that the timing proposed for the Soviet
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visit was about right. Mr Temple-Morris said that delegations
from Warsaw Pact nations normally visited at the end of the
Sir John Oshorn added that a visit under GB/USSR Association
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[ auspices could then be held in reserve for some future date.
¥
; 4. Mr Rifkind agreed to write to Mr Temple-Morris, copying the
I letter to Sir John Osborn explaining his decision.
f S The meeting ended at 11.00 hours. e n
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